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Congratulations are in order 

for First grade teacher, Mrs. Kreider.  

She was recently informed that she is a 

2014 winner of the Warren W. Eukel 

Teacher Trust, given to Contra Costa 

County teachers who show 

extraordinary commitment to students.   

Mrs. Kreider’s first grade class 

of 2013-2014 sent in an abundance of 

nominations for her to win this award.  

Here is a just a small sample of what 

parents had to say in their nomination 

letter(s): 

 

"Beyond her acts of kindness lie the 

quiet, less obvious way she relates to 

parents and students.  Mrs. Kreider 

treats every student and parent as an 

individual, never categorizing or 

stereotyping.  She connects straight to 

the soul." 

 

 “If everyone was taught 1
st
 grade by 

Mrs. Kreider, our world would be a 

much better place.” 

 

 “Mrs. Kreider goes the extra mile to 

help each of her students succeed.  She 

sees the unique abilities each child 

possesses and she focuses on these 

strengths to help that child be a 

successful learner, in spite of any 

difficulties he or she may have.” 

 

Every child in Mrs. Kreider’s class will 

remember her fondly, and if they, some 

day, reflect upon the foundations that 

have been laid this year, they will 

marvel at what an amazing woman and 

teacher Karen Kreider is.  She is truly 

“one” of a kind. 

 

And The Warren E. Eukel Trust Award 

Goes To… 
 I am not sure how you thank 

somebody in life that has touched 

a child’s life and enabled them 

the gift of reading, writing, and 

analytical skills without asking 

for anything in return however; a 

recognition from our local 

community and families, allows 

us to touch the life that has 

touched ours and our children’s, 

and shows the appreciation the 

community has as well as the 

reasoning as to why we choose to 

live in these areas and around 

these school districts. 

 

Mrs. Kreider is beyond 

thankful and was said to be “Over 

the moon!” with the joyous news.   
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A sudden quote by one of my role 

model just came to my mind. – “Education is 

what remains after one has forgotten what 

one has learned in school” by Albert 

Einstein. You can’t typically call me a geek 

but I love learning.  I blame this thirst of 

knowledge from my mom.   

There are also many other pros of 

going to school.  I also like going to school 

because I can chat and learn more about 

friends.  Plus, talking with your friends can 

help you in catching up with the latest 

“deets” (or news).   

We go to school for these two things 

and because most of our parents coordinate 

our learning plan.   

In my case, my mom chose for me 

to go to school rather than being home 

schooled.   

No reason for unhappiness for this student…  
 

Today's communication is 

overrun with technology. We 

chat by typing, speak "face to 

face" through a screen, and 

talk into a device that can 

project our voices half a 

world away. Conversing with 

another human-being used to 

be much more simple. 

 Before telephones, 

computers, and iPads, all 

people had to use were their 

voices, the postal system, and 

the occasional clever 

invention such as the 

telegraph. Families would 

gather around a table at 

dinner and talk, or send mail 

to distant friends. Nowadays, 

it's more likely to find a 

person texting at the dinner 

table or FaceTiming in the 

dead of night. 

 Communication via 

technology can also be very 
misleading. The ever-so-

common typos frequently 

typed in text messages, are so 

much easier to blame 

Back in the old days, families really used to 
talk to each other  
 

 Going to school gets me ready 

for high school, college, and eventually 

my future jobs. 

I love school because I can learn 

a lot.  For example, in history we learn 

about our past and learn how history  

   

    

    

    

     

 

 

 

 

  
autocorrect. Back then, the 

only slip-up in a conversation 

would be a slight tongue-

twist. Also, it is so much 

easier to lie on a text 

conversation. Passing off a 

two-hour gap in messages 

with "i was watching a 

movie" or the like is so 

simple and quick to do. 

Before this invention, a 

conversation could carry on 

as long as both people were 

at the same place in person. 

 Texting and calling 
seems so much easier than 

waiting for "snail mail" or 

talking to someone in person. 

However, people are 

becoming more and more 

addicted to their screens. 

Because of this, they become 

isolated from a world around 

them; people would rather 

converse with a community 

of strangers than their own, 

in-the-flesh friends. 

 Why has technology 

become such a necessity in 

everyday communication? 

Well, for one it is more easily 

accessible and convenient 

than the “old school” 

alternatives. Also, devices 

used for texting and calling 

are given more appeal when 

games and other social media 

applications are included.  

 Would life without 

communicative technology 

be much harder to stay in 

touch? Probably.  However, 

today's children and teens 

would learn to respect and 

treasure their time with the 

people around them.  

 

There is such a difference in 

speaking to someone in 

person rather than texting 

them across a touch screen.   

 Texting, calling, and 

the like are great for keeping 

up with distant friends and 

relatives, but just once, put 

down your phone, tablet, 

laptop, or iPad and have a 

conversation with somebody. 

Not a text chat on iMessage, 

nor a Skype call. A real-life, 

in-person conversation with a 

real human. Learn to 

appreciate the presence of 

the people around you. 
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Angel Martin, 8th grade 

eventually helped our civilization thrive.   

 Learning helps us make better 

decisions so we do not repeat the bad 

decisions of others before us.   

  

Julia Camilon, 8th grade 
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Ricky Bobby:  What is the favorite food of twins? 

Cal: What? 

Ricky Bobby: Pears! 

 

Derek: Which jail did the elk escape from? 

Timmy: Which one? 

Derek: Elk-atraz 

 

Yoda:  What is Han Solo's favorite bird? 

Luke: What? 

Yoda: A Millennium Falcon 

 

Emmet: What kind of music do boulders listen to? 

Wyldstyle: Tell me. 

Emmet: Rock and roll. 

 

Ben:  Which building is the largest? 

Jerry: I'm not sure. 

Ben:  The library.  It has the most stories. 

 

Quinn O’Connor, 5th grade 

Ellie Ramos, 3rd grade 

St. Francis Pets 
                      

 

 

This summer my brother brought home a stray cat.  

Then we went on vacation and came back and she looked 

like a goat. 
 

After a few weeks I woke up and she had six kittens 

nursing on her.   Awesome, huh? 
 

  Fun Facts 

Did you know. .  

Newborn kittens nurse every 1 to 2 hours a day. 

They start to open their eyes at 10 to 14 days. 

They start to walk at 3 weeks. 

They start to eat solid food at 5 weeks. 

They go to new homes at 8 weeks.  

 

Grace McCurdy 

Favorite Seasons 

The season of fall has just arrived.   As this season goes by we look forward to the holidays in it…for example, 

Halloween and Thanksgiving.  The cool weather sure changes the way it looks outside.  Second grader Elizabeth 

Riley is excited about the changes. "I like all the different colored leaves," she said.  I took a poll asking people what 

their favorite season is and surprisingly Elizabeth was the only one to choose fall.  Summer got the most votes 

because, as Third grader Luciana Picchi says, "Summer is the time to play."  Her classmate Isabella Najarro likes the 

season because of no homework.  But First grader Jolie Ramos likes summer for a different reason: "My parents give 

me popsicles and I get to go swimming."  The second favorite season was winter--mainly because of the idea of 

snow.  First grader Sofia Perales said, "I like winter because it's all white," but Third grader Dylan Laus likes to have 

snowball fights.  And his classmate Bridget Winter enjoys having a season named after her.  In our poll, spring 

followed winter, just like it does in real life. Spring is a time when things seem to start over. Third grade teacher Mr. 

Kelly, who wears an A's cap all year round, likes spring because a new baseball season begins.  Mrs. T, St. Francis's 

reading teacher, has a feeling about spring like no other.  She says, "Spring is the time when the Earth wakes up from 

a cold winter."  No matter what your favorite is, when one season ends, another takes its place and begins a whole 

new world.  

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 When I went to see Dolphin Tale 2, I was expecting it to be a little 

more happy.  Instead, it was little bit sad.  The movie was about these dolphins 

that were all together at a place where endangered animals would go.  The 

dolphins are so cute!  There was a pelican…it was losing its mind! I thought it 

was really funny when the pelican came in and the girl was blocking him.   

 "Winter" is the dolphin from "Dolphin Tale" who didn't have a tail so 

they created a rubber, floppy tail for her.  They had to find a friend that would 

fit with her.  If they couldn't find a friend, they wouldn't be able to keep her.  

They had 30 days to find a friend.  The boy who took care of Winter had to 

make a decision to go far away or stay with the dolphin.  I thought the 

characters were kind of dramatic.  I liked when the girl with the freckles was 

crying on the roof.   

 There were surprising parts, but you have to watch and see for 

yourself.  It's about friends going and new friends coming into your life and, 

like they say, “A door closes and a new door opens”.   

 It was kind of surprising the whole time because you never knew 

what was going to happen next. This is a real story and during the credits you 

get to see the real characters.  It's really cool in the movie but I am glad it is 

also real life.  I think you should go because all these things are really cool. 

 

 

Jolie Ramos, 1st grade 

Falcon Rating: 
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If you put your finger in 

your ear and scratch, it 

sounds like  

Pac-Man 
 

 
 

A group of cats is called  

a Clowder 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
By Claire O’Connor, 5

th
 

grade  & Samantha 

Morimoto, 1
st
 grade 

 
Hippo milk is pink 

 

 
Not once in the  

Humpty Dumpty nursery 

rhyme does it mention 

that he’s an egg 
 

 
 

In Bulgaria, people say 

“cabbage” instead of 

cheese when their 

picture is taken 
 

 
 

You can’t hum while 

holding your nose.   

Try it! 
 

 
 

The unicorn is the 

national animal of 

Scotland 
  

A dog’s sense of smell is 

more than 100,000 times 

stronger than a human’s. 
 

Dogs can understand up to 

250 words. 
 

The U.S. has the highest 

population of dogs in the 

world.   
 

The Bible mentions dogs 

14 times 
 

An adult dog has 42 teeth 
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Photos taken by Skye Mingming, 8th grade 
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Victoria Click, 6th grade 

 

What I was 

going to wear! 

I was afraid that my 

skirt would fall down 

in the middle of 

recess or if the wind 

blew, my skirt would 

come up! 

 

Being late for 

school on the 

first day! 

I felt afraid like 

everyone else 

but it was even 

more difficult. 

 

Not having my 

homework. 

 

Beginning 

middle school. 




